
EMC18 List of Speakers (as of Aug. 20th 2018) 

Mars Society Switzerland (https://planete-mars-suisse.space/en/emc18-en ) 

Robert Zubrin : Aerospace engineer, founder of The Mars Society (“TMS”) and President of the American 

Mars Society. 

Claude Nicollier : Astrophysicist, Swiss Astronaut, Professor at the EPFL, honor member of the MSS. 

Théodore Besson : Lausanne Uni., Managing Director and Chief Science Officer of ESTEE (Earth Space 

Technical Ecosystem Enterprises), specialist of bio-regenerative life support systems (MELiSSA, Oïkosmos, 

FIPES). 

Tomaso Bontognali: Geobiologist (Space Exploration Institute, Neuchâtel) specialist in biosignatures 

preserved in ancient sedimentary rocks; Science Validation Manager of CLUPI — an instrument of the 

ExoMars 2020 rover.  

Pierre Brisson: Founder of the Mars Society Switzerland (“MSS”), member of the Board of Association 

Planète Mars (APM), founding member of TMS (and formerly Corporate Banker). 

Michel Cabane: Exobiologist, specialist of gaseous phase elements (Uni. Pierre et Marie Curie, LATMOS, 

IPSL) co-PI of SAM laboratory (Curiosity). 

Angelo Genovese: Space propulsion engineer at Thales Germany & director at Initiative for Interstellar 

Surudies (I4IS), specialized in advanced Electric Propulsion. 

Olivia Haider: member of the board of the Austrian Space Forum (ÖWF), Social Media & Science 

communicator, participant in several Mars analog simulations. 

Pierre-André Haldi: EPFL engineer, specialist of the analysis of sustainable energy systems and risk 

management analysis (natural and industrial). 

Richard Heidmann: graduate of Ecole Polytechnique Paris and SUPAERO (Ecole Nationale Supérieure de 

l’Aéronautique et de l’Espace), engineer in space propulsion at SNECMA (Ariane V), founder of Association 

Planète Mars. 

Jürgen Herholz : Senior Space Engineer for ESA, manned flight specialist (Spacelab, Eureca, Hermes and 

Columbus, founder of the Mars Society Deutschland. 

Jean-Luc Josset: Astrophysicist, founder of the Space Exploration Institute (Space-X) Neuchâtel, designer 

and coordinator of optical instruments of several space probes, co-PI of CLUPI (ExoMars lander). 

Maxime Lenormand : Fourth year engineering student at IPSA (Institut Polytechnique des Sciences 

Avancées, Toulouse). Interest for EDL. 

Philippe Lognonné : Uni. Paris-Diderot, Institut de Physique du Globe de Paris. Professor in Geophysics and 

Planetology, PI of the SEIS seismometer (InSIGHT). 

Roland Loos : EPFL electrical engineer, telecommunication specialist, CEO of Solarstratos, the Swiss aircraft 

aiming to approach Space using solar energy, member of the MSS. 

Antonio del Mastro : Uni. of Napoli engineer, president of “Mars-Planet”, the Italian member of the Mars 

Society, Developer of the Mars City Research Center.  

Gaetano Mileti : Associate Professor Physics Institute Uni. Neuchâtel, Research Director of Time and 

Frequency Laboratory. 

Antoine Pommerol: Space Research and Planetary Sciences Division, Physics Institute, Uni. Berne. Specialist 

of mineral hydration of the surface of Mars and of the CaSSIS instrument (TGO).  

Pascal Rochat: Engineer and managing director of Spectratime (global leader of high precision clocks with 

Space applications). 

Anne-Marlène Rüede: EPFL graduate, major in Architecture & Space technologies, special interest in space 

& extreme environment architecture (Prof. Claudio Leonardi). 

Jean-Marc Salotti: Computer scientist, Professor in cognitics Uni. Bordeaux, member of the International 

Academy of Astronautics, member of the steering committee of APM. 

Alain Sandoz, EPFL computer scientist and information system engineer, co-inventor of the 0-Gravity 

watchmaking complication. 

Mitko Tanevski: engineering expert, CLUPI (ExoMars) Science operation manager at the Space Exploration 

Institute (Neuchâtel). 

https://planete-mars-suisse.space/en/emc18-en

